table 55.2: Inuit Cultural Institute Inuktitut Syllabic and Roman Orthographies 
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Scripts for Inuit (Eskimo) languages 

Anglican missionaries introduced syllables to the Inuit in Canada's Eastern Arctic as 
early as 1856; the current form, used for most dialects of Eastern Canadian Inuktitut 
and for the Natsilingmiut dialect of Western Canadian Inuktun, derives from the 1865 
reforms that also standardized the similar Eastern Algonquian syllabary (Harper 
1985: 143-45, 1992: 1-2). Characters were added for some Inuktitut sounds that are 
not in Cree (figure 62), but the system remained underdifferentiating until reformed 
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figure 62. Pre-1976 Inuktitut syllabary; Inuit Cultural Institute syllabary, from Harper 1983B: 59. 

in 1976 by the Inuit Cultural Institute (along with a parallel Roman orthography). In 
this standard orthography, presented in table 55.2 and figure 62, new compound 
characters allow full phonemic specification. Other reforms in writing conventions 
made the first column of characters for [ai] redundant. 

Syllabics remain the normal script for the Inuit of the Eastern Arctic; however, 
some reforms have not been accepted locally, and revisions are still under way to ac- 
commodate additional dialects. Nonphonemic Roman orthographies are used in La- 
brador and the Western Arctic. 
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